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AESS

DISCOUR8E A,NALY$S CONSTRUCTION OF'RE,ALTTY OF THE BALIBO
FTVE CASE IN THE BALIBO MOVIE

Novianar - Ek HrrrJ Susantod

E
' C' onrndild co tw ?tfifi ttonexiiit d7re?flirdnnrylor?r Unil"'.xay $Mi,'l,,&aedb
: h'rruln ofCoanwtieltlal,, Torrtnmltagaru t'hhra4', ttr*xrsja

ABSTRACT
Pitm, aporl lrom being hnw as mr art worh, is also larolll'n as an inluanliat infornmliott carrier

due to ils ewoliutal appnnch *ith the oudleneex Fe* notice that film cmkl be n fiedlu$.{or

becarueSlm connntcts a realih, in$tead af capture a rcallg. ll'hefiln thq( vill be the

rcilr* ef this wscsrrh is l'fu Bolibo, x'hich $as dirccled b!, ;lustralian filat nnker, Rahert

(omolly. T'he.filn vas insptred oy\ lhe 1975's Baltbo l;i,-e case thol occwted in East Thnor- I'he

Baliho Ffue is a hearl-t*renching truged7 *heru fnv .,luslralian joumalists were found lifeless in

tht cig* aJ Baliha Esst Tinxrr. Since lhat day, thit incitknt lorctw ar The Bulibo Five cose. 'lhe

lwlone,sisn clainecl thal live at thew u,ere killed because lltE vere caaghl in crussJire hefiveen

I;RF:I'IUI; ancl lildonesiam anties. ll ,vvrl,.t tat antil 3()A7 thsl !,ie* $outh ll'sles (lorcner's {-atrl

d4ushalia)'s reirwestigalion led,r, proved that lhase f*e innocent people $ere not ollegedlv

nrurdered but tht-1, were tictinrs of ime*ioual externtinatiott, I'hrcagh lhis ilrorough rcsearch, lhe

wiler is going to rfiscr.rs lhe implicit, explicit or even a rheloricol pirrpos€ addesxd ,r.v\ the

direclqr lo lhe audiences b1'usingvon Dijk'.s Dis<'otttw .4na$.sis.

of rcolity" Thcbalibo fnc care. Austmlian jarnrrlisr-t. Ea* tims. Diwrrse rnallsix,

5-5t

L$!&'1e;: :?3r-rrrri4f$,1'{rri : 72 26-5 I 3n

inurnql hrrmeDsgs:

Contributiou/ Orighslity
'l'his studv contributes lo thc titerature on the film as a propagnnda toots to the prblic.

Discourse Anoll'sis is cspected ro peel the objective significancs of an event. It is atso tbe lirst

stuu;L about &c batibo fir,e. Ihis papcr providat a logical dcscription irr anallz.e film to build up

public opinion. This reseerch is original and uses the film Balibo Fire documents from online

media.

t Llqmrpidin*$rlh{r
DOI; 10. t*ffi&irnrml"t,*{tl5.J.to:l.lo.irl.160
,rr,Y*{r}j ?ll+rrr}i8$\}pJ : 2 } 2/> 5 I 30
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l.INTRODUCTION

Hunran fls it tiosifll qrsature rccded an information $ppl"v to support their intersction $tlh esch

$ther. Norve{t*}'$. hformation had grortlh rapidly and €asily oblained. We c*n get inlbrmalion of

an e\.ent just in a sc,cond. either through contentional media such as print media or elcctronic

nrsdio. or via lhc intc,rnct which now i* rery oarill'nccesiblc bu uring intormotliar,v zuch a* a ccll

phone or a personal conrputer.

l'[or+erer, as (ime goes by. there *re pleoty of says used b:- ,o-v inditiduals. or $roups to

spread messagss and inltrrmalitrn eilher by txroks. udl'erliwmcflt. telelision colttent or especially

frlm. The ,ni$sion of tlre director plal's an important role in determining the form of film's

messages in mass comnlunication. Bul. gcnerall,v a tilm may' inchrdc \'{rlolts PurPofes, xtch as

educational prryose. enlertainrnent or inform*tion. l'he Film's hidden agenda nork by using

existing :nr'mbols mcchanism in rudisrrs's mind in tlre lbnn of coatcnts of mes:tage*, r'oiccs.

n'ords. g$nt'ersatioil, etc.

Oe-v l{ong l-ee, for example. confrrming that film is the sccond mass commurication {ools that

appear and gro\r' during the end of 196 cerury, or in thc other urerds. during the time the

prohibiting elements that lie behvcpn the del'clopments of nelvspaper have been made tatished.

Film ilid not capture the renlity for rvhat it is, instcad, human as a social creaturB builds the realitl'

trased on w.hal they sirrv. 'Ihe plot of a mo1.ie is a construction of the nraker who choose cerlain

realities that fit his,her story nell. as rvell as the produeing the means for lhe audience (Sobur"

2u09).

The film Balibtr telts the storl' rrf the cleath of lire Reporters in the conflicl in East Timor.

opening the long nountl lbr lndonesia as nell as Australia. Not onl.v that. the morie Balibo was

considered discrcditing Indoncsia with various lacts that naere prcscnlcd in thc motie had a

<luration of more than one hundred minutcs. 'l'he Balibo mor,ie trts made with semi-documentary.

and $,as dominatett by the color of nepia ftat appeared Io stress thal this m(tf io rta.$ the

documenlsr)' films. Honpr,er u.'hat must be taken into a$count is the historic background, this

mor.ie seene continued to lesr'c ths sceoe that still mttst bs questioned by his factual aspect. 'fhe

problem in this rescarch tas: florv did the rnorie Balibo incident tell the dcath of fir'e joumalists

lmm the 6rersperlit.e pf thc dircctor ruho had Austrclia citizenslrip. Ihe aim nf this rcsearch rlts

revealed how a backgrounder historic films did nat alrty$ havs accurqte. elthouglt being rnade

with rhe background of the history remember the movie and tho realitl'uas the opposite eoukl.

'fhe movie Balibo Fire. directed by Robert Connolly. lras released in Arigust ?009"'l'he movie

rvas banned b1' the Iodoncsian Film Censorship rlgency because it'nas considered to hare the

potential of inciting errnfliet *nd to diqraee Indatc*ia. Th.: tiku eould ako open uouud* beltt'cen

Indonesia, Australia and Easl 
-l'imor.

l.l. It'thn rs PropaEends

l'ilm began st the end of l9'r' certtury as & techn(llogical norelq'. but $'hat it offered nas

scarccly nett'in coiltcnt or lirnctron. It hanslbrred to a nclv means of prewntation and distribuhon

of an older lradition of entertainment. Offering stories, spectacles. music. dratna. humor and

technicol tricks for popular consumption. According to McQuail (20O0) film sas also altRosl

.i-; JolJ JESS Pnhlisrtus. :lll Nghrs lleren*l 552



B
insiolrtly

IntcrrrrdorulJqrrnrl of ACrn Sfilri*eierrcg' 20t3' 5(10): 55t$d0

a true mass me.dium in sense that it quite qrickly reached s v€r.r* Isrge proportion of

pap{latiotr s]'sl in rural areas.

The movie industry itself is offe$ c*lldd *an indudry b,ased oa drmms" becausE it fi*s:been

such an imagiratil,e, creatite medium. It *ould be easy to assrme the frlm indus{ry is ofie of the

biggast modia bueinesess bocaure rhe publiriry anrmonding movia calobritica oapturer a grout doal

of attention, prhaps more than any other medium. Iilm mirror the society that qEfltss them. Some

film olfer underlf ing political messages. Other film reflects changing pcial talue. Still other are

just good enlertainment, And all moties ne€d an sudienc€ tio succeed (Biagi.2010)

In tndonesia itself. a frlm's role as a mass communication media had app€ared by the time this

Natior's adse., Horcr,'er. during 'l'he 
.lte$id€rtt's d,ecree'or July 1959, a malri coftmuni€atiotr

expcrienced the transitioo between the liberals mass commuflication sptem -wtich $atrled to be

left- into a socialist mass ounmusication svstem- That timc, lhe mass communication's

wheresbouts -includiog film- s,ere tossed arurod. But in the encl, the existence of fitm as a mass

communication nus eonfirmed on Majelis Pcrmuslartraratan Ral+?t Sementara No.[iMPP*Sil960

provision which saf ing "Film were not merely as commercial goods. but alsu au education and

guidonce medium"(Oey Hong 1965)

Film acnrally c.rxrsid,ered more ali an estel{ainmslt medium than as a porsrader medium. But

clearlv, film has bcen a porverfirl iafluence or a pernrader. The preene of prblic criticism and

celsorship irstitrtion slrorv that film could b" *'c+ persua*ive medium (Rivers el c/.. 2003). F'ilm

also believed has an ability to direct and lead the audienee into a certain occurrenc€ or event. With

its orvn aganda. film most potentially to insert the elements of education, rucial talue. historicsl

and culture knon{edge on its contenl.

There har.e becn thrcc othcr sigrificmt sirands in film history. First lhe use of film for

propaganda is notc$orlh)'. espcciatly wtren applied to national or sooiolal purpose. based on it's

great resch. $pposed-rsslism. emotionsl impasl and poprlarity. The tso other slrands in frlm

history srre rhe emerge of sewrat school of film art (tlu*co. 1960) and the rise of the srcisl

doctrnentary fi lm moremeo t (McQuail. 2000)

1.2. Conrtrustion of Bealify

Construction of Realitv basically Ncre attempt to retelling (oonceptualizalion) evenls or

occurence$. thingr. eltn a political relatcd isuc is an attempt to construcl & realit!. [n the pnrccss

of construct a realitl'. language is the main instrumert fo retelliug a realit-v. language is

ccncephralizalion and narration tools. More than that, especially ofl moss medin. language's

exirtcnce rrrerc no longcr rnelel3r a* an iactrutnent to deccribe a realit1.. but to interpret tho puryxrre

olmedia realities rvhich r*ill appear on audicncc's mind (tlamad- 2004).

On ontologl'construc(r'ist paradigm. realiq' is srrial cunstruction utich created b-v-. individual.

Hosever. the truth of realitv is {ruth is rclalire rcali$' applicablc according to specific conlext

rvhich is considered relerant by the society. Meanu{rile. reality is people's ereation througb its

conslruetivc porrer tortanls lheir strrourding social lift.
Shannon and Weavcr slated. lhe theorl depicted reality or a phanomenon. that n'as bcgun in

detail the charactcristics and the maiu componentr of a ph*nourenoa. Beside depicting this

rr:, 
"'OrJ,{fl9.I 
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Il
phenomcnon. the scientist tendetl subjectire bccause $'hat $us in the underslanding ofa scientisl

$at a{feqted bv the personal background. skills senrrr.r and the value or the basic conviction that

was followe<l by the scientist. (Susanto Ek. ?010)

Based on thosc opinions. it's safc to sav that filrn as mass media sere construction of rsalitl'

from individual or gr<xp* of prrcplc ufic intolvod on filmmaking pftrccrs u{rish anable thern kr

construct lilm based on their ideotogl:, comprehension, and also the experience lhat lhey"re

interpret on their oln.

1.3. The Btlibo lrlve Crse

The tsalibo Hive occurred on late October 1975. it's all began s'ith the Camation Revolution

on Portugal on 1974 that caused the decolonization through et'ery Portuguew colonl'. Onc of the

affectr.d colonies rvas East Timor. FRETILIN (tsrcnte R*olucionffia de Timar-L*te Independente

or Rerolutionary Front for an Independenl Ea$t Timor ) is one of fme partv that was formed aller

East 'l'imor became no man's land, FRETILIN sar*'an opportunitics to liberate East I'imor. rvith

majoriq' of population pos$css a rnutual risitrn as FRETILIN. It has made FRETILIN as the

number one perly in East Timor. So that on 28 November 1975. FRE"I'ILIN dcclared thc

independence of East'Iimor.

lndonesia under Soeharto's reign startcd to smell out the flucluation in East Timor. On Julv

1975, Soehorto held a meeting s,ith Unitetl State's president. Gerald Ford. and Henry Kissinger.

United State's Secretary of State.

As quoted on 'Selden and So Ahin (2004) Soelrarto describing Indonesia as *a unified nation

rvithout teruitorial ambition rvhich will not commit aggression against other country or use force

against thc tcnitory of other corn\,- Suharto oel'erthelcss poinhd out that for East Tinror "an

independent country uould hardly tiable. and thst lhe onlv wqv is to intelgrate with Indonesia.

ho*er.er those w*ro nant independences are those u,ho are communisL Suhurlo concluded thst

"lndonesia doEsn't i\anl to insert itself into Timor self-dctermination. but the problem is hou,to
manage the self-determinalion prosess with the majorit-v ivanting to be unitv with Indoncsia".

In this sny, six months beforc the ordcring thc inrasion Dcccmber 1975. Suharto securcd US

aaquisscence in the teritory prospeclilc incorporation by lndorrcsia. The expansionist irnpulsc

nould be denied: tfie excuse, the communist threat. \r/hile the US department of rtate called the

Timorese Independenr movemcnl -a raguely lefrist 1u4'-. Kissinger labeled F'RETILIN '"
communist government in the middle of lndonesio"

This st-v. armcd *ith Unites Statc's blessing Indonesia slartcd to assemble their military force

on the border of Eaet Tinror either on land. air. orr:n on sear border. The nrilitarl.' aggresion r*tich

mav launch at anylimc and the cornmunism issue has tumed on the rvorld's spotlight into East

Timor. Not a few foreign media joumatist risited East 'fimor in order to cor.eragp the ongoing

story,, so the wodd me)'kngs.'rvhat *'*s really happcnul.

Grcg Shackleton (HSV - 7 or Ckannel 7's reporter). Garry Cunningham (Channel 7 's
cameramaa), 'l'onv Slesart {Channcl 7's audioman). Malcolm Rennie ('l'CN -9 or Churnel 9's

reporter), Brian Peters (Chmnel 9's Cameraman). fir'e of many foreign journalisr *'ho visited East
'l'imor. Both Channel 9 and Channel 7 rwre Australian telctisiw nerw*ork. Five of them *'ere

i:, JOJJ Jf.f,f PnDlr'oaan .4ll Ndtts Re*ncd :rf,.1
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E
Ewring in,theCitr of Balibo, kt Timor on eietqber 1f75. But, unfor&mately, all of them qice

declared lifeless. The ldorcsian claimed that fire of thcm r*are caught in cro,ssfire hetseen

FRETILIN and Indonesia armies which cau$ed their death. Later. this inoident knosn as The

Belibo Fir''erw-

1.4. $elibo Fitm

This hundrcd-minute morie by Robert Coanolly tetts about coqllicL hct controversy'. political

escalation which flare up on East Timor by the time these tiny nation ltra invsdd by Indolresian,

This film took a timeline bet$Eeil 1999 and t975. The slory besn t'ith Juliana" a natite East

'l'imor nroman's testimony on t99ll, asd thff tlte timc reu,rnd inb t9?5. sittere we as ardience

watched the fitm as if it brsed oo Juliaoa's testimony.

[at6r, thk movie take Roger Eas's point of view. East was th Australia's veleraD jurrnalist

whosc been to Esst'Iimor. Esst wrre asked by Jose Rnmos Horta to be East Timor's jounralist an<l

u6er tlie toices of East Timor to thc sedd asd tclts them about what was rcally luppeered. At first.

Ea$t declincd Horta's rcque$t- but he recrnsidering it n{ren he heard rhort five of Australian

journalist that missing in East Timor.

In view of the qrriosity and Hief in findingr thc Efth of ltem, E{st follosls lhe-v're trails in

East Timor as he get closcr to the truth the more information he gcts ahout how Indonesian-s

inr:asioa in East Timot tdro helpcd lndmesian, etc

When East Iinds out himself tlrat lifth of them nrcre killed by an lndofle$ian. East deided to

stay in Timor and accepting Horta's offer lo nrn the East Timor's neuc ofIce. But unfortunately.

on early December. rvten Indonesian launch Opeasi Seroja as if the Indonesian armies could

smcll thc presencc of media, they'rc destroling liast's officc. and thcy drag East rvith thcm into the

dwk alongside with otlrer citizen. The reprcscntation of Operasi Seroja rruas prettv cruel. where

tndonesian armie$ executod &e citizens n'ithout a c€rtain rsasn, )oung. old- nomam. mon. Thc

execution nas dqre in public. in fromt of theothers, er,'m in front of their families, including in

frort ofshildrp!,

In this film. rr,e could can scc the conditiqr of East Timor during Indoneian's invasion.

morroycr thc communist issue lhat the ladooosian go\EmmEnl labclcd to FRETILIN *rrc deoied

by shon'ing the member of FRETILIN rvho rvear s cross necklace. which r.vmbolize the majoritv of

FRETILIN member is a Catholic. Besides thst Indonesian gortrnment don't hate any political

good faith to carry outldiplomalic aegotiation concerning tfie allegation tonards ths FRffILIN
parly csa eommunisL

l-stter, thie film werc banned b.r' en lrdoreriaa cenrorr in*iurtion, l-cmbegc Senror Filru

(LSF), this dccision rlue suppofld by other goremruert instihrtim srct as Culure and Tourism

Minister. Jero Wacik- This film considered to disgmce Indonesia'a name and might causd !o op€o

an old ucDund beh*ten Aushslia, U,ast Timor. and Indonesia itself.

BuL there's still lots more instinrtion rvho supported The Balibo's screming in lnduresia. And

since the mm'ies cannot legally scrrened, thcre's a lew insttutioru shrd€nts organi:zatroar. non'

gov€mm€ilt organizxlion r*fio held ao eveol to tatched The Balibo. Everyone who supported thc

E
{: l0lr r{E$lr&[ilfd,on.,-{/1.ft9&s &crenrd sf,5
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E
Greqringof thiF rnol:ic fdt disappointed tsnaids llre govemment, tky saidrhat cvery information

shauldl:t$e ,i$dn&d

1.5. 'Ihe Balibo Fllm on Vrn Dijk's Discour*e ;tnal;rsis I'able

Seirr nlie*

Sernantics in r.nn Dijk's scheme nere cotegorized as an explicit or implicit purpose, a hiddcn

agenda. and hou'a person u'rite or talk ahout those purpose. In the other t'orrls. semanlics not only'

define rr.hich crucial part of discurrse struahrre, but tlso to lead to the otlter side of an oqe$rren$e.

(Eril,arto. 2001)

ln this scene, Horla and East ncrejust got shot by a helicopter, and thev conlioue theirjournel,

after escaping the death. Horta finallv askerl East ifhe saw the helicopter xere llnited Stale's.

Horta (H) : -Did 
1lciu happen lo nolice that the lelicopler lhal rry^ing to hill ut $os anoricor* "

lhst (E) : ",Va, / uas too bttsy' hying not la get shot"

H'. "lfell it vas xtpplied b1, the ."lwericon Govemrrcnt"

E : "And hov did Infunesians pqvfor xrch nwtplots ntachine <ttwar ? "

l'l : " l'ound, Roger, Bri tislt nnil** "

?. . "Atrtl hotr did lhe wry expefisiv€ American heli$rytsrfinrl as in the nifu{le ajnou,here? "

H : "hrleligence pra,ided by 1"our otrwlmlian goveflnrcnt, they knov yotr arc herc iust like they

told thent about joumalisl"
'l'his coovcrsalion bct*rcn I'lorta and East indicate that Indoncsian lras helpcd by tJnited

Kingdom's govcmme,nt to bought the helicopter rfiich pror,idod by Unitcd Shte's goternment-

Moreorcr, Aurtralians also halped Indoneeis b1' provido an inalligence to trscli r:r,eq-r. Auetralionr

in Easl'l'imor.
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!{". 
,}

Itq*



Internrlioml Jounrl of ,ldro Social Science,2015. 5(10): 551-560I
Slrrtrx

$lrategy to shos, ourssh'e$ in a posilire $ry but feanrring the opponcnt negativelv. it's also

done by manipulated tte syntar (sentences) as by using pnnoun. rules of $'ord$, and tlp use of
spcciEc syrtax category. using passive or activc sentences, laling dorta the ctause. using an

oomplox sonloflcor. ctc.

Maniat-v gal'e a slatement lo Last:

"Ye.c ancl lhe hrdonesions are on the groun$ they're not in unilornt & yox don't blrlw *ho kt

/ir,mt. ll:e're jrrsl silting ln Dili vaitingfor the irrvasion ondwe dldn't know vhen it's gowa conre

and....."

Maniatl's rtal€In€nt indicote that ths Indrrnefiian armics who arrrflrnded Eart Timor ir rrlnyine

a trick h1'not $par anv mililary uniform so that lhey cnn't be differentiate with the citizcns and this

w'as pretty trouhling the cilizens because of its uncertaintl nhen Indqresians will sttack. l'his
conditim caused both citizens and FRETILIN in guard. even Maniag as a foreign joumalist should

be more careful with the possibilitv that Indouesia sill attack at anv nroment.

i: l0rr.{f:5S ft$fiEtw All Rglts Rcm:<d t:i /
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E
Sahika invited the joumalists to com€ along with them while they patrol

Sabika ($) :"Brotherc, we aru gohtglor pantl if you l,ant to canrc vith t*t get .sooeflm',
Greg $hackleton : "Car veJihn sotxthing?"

S : l-es, o{f course, off conrce yot conJilnt.
'l'hin rcene rrapre*ntcd the rvhole film lri{rera FRITTILIN deeerib,l ea a l"rionclly tns to*srdr tht:

journalis( end Sabiko even called tlrem *brothers" which indicate they're good relarionship wirh
each other. 't'his is the opposite of presentation o[ lndonesian arrnies. *tere thct eten eliminate thc
journalist in Eact :l'i$or.

Ithetoricrl

Thc stratq)' in this rhetorical leret is the sr-v-le of horv someone tslked or rvrite. l'or exnmple.

by using hypqrbolic rt'ords. or rambliug rronls- rlrctorical has prsraril.e lirnction, antl closely

related with hou.the message delivered to fte audiemee.

Peters the one who tried to explain to the Indonesian arrnies that they werc journalisr were shot

n&ht in the hesd b)'s Perqn thet desc-Ilbsd as an lndqleslatt. Arrd algpsr 91pry Indpnesrans wbo
invaded East Timor did not wearing an mititarv uniform.

i:, 30rrlf.!1f ,rrrlit4rrar'.. .41t P{Igtrs Rexn ett
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E
Shacklemn $as stsbbd to death by an Indoresian. This:scene rtas prett-v crucial considering

that the,Balibo Five qry haven't evtn solrtd yet, there's still no bright ryot about q/ho i.i

responsible for the murder of Balibo Five. The dqiction of dre Indonesian who killed lifth of ttsm
was as giren aa enlightcnment about wto shodd responsible for this act.

By the end pf d1s movie, Connclty puts a ta.rr h-v sa-ling that until the murderer of Batiho Five

ond Roger [s$t are yx to be brought tojustice.

2. CONCLTTSION

Even ertry movie with au entertainrn€d purpotc al*ays had aa implicit purpose in their

ctnt€nt. la Tlre Batibo. tho filmmek€r tried to tellr the ardiencE qhlt ${ut urc really happone<l on

that day. There are lots of sceaes rvhich Cornolll' believes as a fact uas clearly shorvn, For

e.xamplq en imf,icit crilical tbr Australian g6!:emment by Connolly, rvtere thcre uus a line that

saying Australian govcmment helped Indonesia to intade East'Iimor. and thcir careless act w'hen

fivc of thcir qilizcns wrnt misring. t-ast but not laas1 critics against Uoited Stato and United

Ringdom rvhcrr the-v alw hclpcd tndoncsia to invadc Es$t Timor.

This movie suppooed to be lesson for lndonesianr regardtess rrf nhether right or not the hct
tbal shorra in this film udrich ntede by an Arrsrolian. Bu! keep in mind thrt this morie was made

n'ith a lot of preparatio. sn sutopstt resrlts. the wimess' testimmlr.

The bottom line. Indonesia did invadc Esst f imor, and explorcd thc communism issuc into

FR-ETILIN to opsr their path to had East Timor nnnexetion. A darli agc of human rights violation

during lndonesian occupation nerc tte hi"tory nr shall never foryel this could be a lesson for tlre

trefl gofloralion. Just like human being that lcarned from their mistakes. and so does erery nation.

or a counlr-v that learn from they'rc mistalie in order not to do the same misake tqrice.

Indonesians also need to tean !o open tlreir heart widely in receire a critiqism, evsr in a film
forued. This is jutt the same as learn !o opfo a new possibilitv towards something new wtrich

mightadd nerr pelr-eption or iadght.

r:i 2rrJ"{[TJ fiiltrfierrm. .,u, Bi6tt r R *md 5-s9
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tl
Avoiding. denying. and declining from the eye of the law rltln't mske &n occurrences

disappear bv itself, in the end, admitting uhal ue ttid srong and take a responsible lor our acl will

be a noble attitude.
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