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phenomenon, the scientist tended subjective becanse what was in the understanding of a scientist
was affected by the personal background, skills senses, and the value or the basic conviction that
was followed by the scientist. (Susanto Eke. 2010)

Based on those opinions, it’s safe to say that film as mass media were construction of reality
from individual or groups of people who involved on filmmaking process which enable them to
construct film based on their ideology, comprehension, and also the experience that they're
interpret on their own.

1.3. The Balibo Five Case

The Balibo Five occurred on late Gcmber 1975, it's all began with the Carnation Revolution
on Portugal on 1974 that caused the decolonization through every Portuguese colony. One of the
affected colonies was East Timor. FRE’Y{L!N (Frente Revoluciondria de Timor-Leste Independente
or Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor ) is one of three party that was formed after
East Timor became no man’s land, FRETILIN saw an opportunities to liberate East Timor, with
majority of population possess a mutual vision as FRETILIN. It has made FRETILIN as the
number one party in East Timor. So that on 28 November 1975. FRETILIN declared the
independence of East Timor.

Indonesia under Soeharto’s reign started to smell out the fluctuation in East Timor. On July
1975, Soeharto held a meeting with United State’s president, Gerald Ford, and Henry Kissinger,
United State’s Secretary of State.

As quoted on Selden and So Alvin (2004) Soeharto describing Indonesia as “a unified nation
without territorial ambition which will not commit aggression against other country or use force
against the territory of other country” Suharto nevertheless pointed out that for East Timor “an
independent country would hardly viable. and that the only way is to intergrate with Indonesia,
however those who want independences are those who are communist. Suharto concluded that
“Indonesia doesn’t want to insert itself into Timor self-determination, but the problem is how to
manage the self-determination process with the majority wanting to be unity with Indonesia™.

In this way. six months before the ordering the invasion December 1975, Suharto secured US
acquiescence in the ferritory prospective incorposation by Indonesia. The expansionist impulse
would be denied; the excuse, the communist threat. While the US department of state called the
Timorese Independent movement “a vaguely leftist party”. Kissinger labeled FRETILIN “a
communist government in the middle of Indonesia”

This way, armed with Unites State’s blessing, Indonesia started to assemble their military force
on the border of East Timor either on land, air, even on sear border. The military aggression which
may launch at anytime and the communism issue has tumed on the world’s spotlight into East
Timor. Not a few foreign media journalist visited East Timor in order to coverage the ongoing
story, so the world may know what was really happened.

Greg Shackleton (HSV - 7 or Channel 7's reporter). Garry Cunningham (Channel 7 ‘s
cameraman), Tony Stewart (Channel 7's audioman). Malcolm Rennie (TCN -9 or Channel 9's
reporter), Brian Peters (Channel 9's Cameraman), five of many foreign joumalist who visited East
Timor. Both Channel 9 and Channel 7 were Australian television network. Five of them were
€ 2015 AESS Publications All Rights Reserved
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covering in the City of Balibo, East Timor on October 1975. But, unfortunately, all of them were
declared lifeless. The Indonesian claimed that five of them were caught in crossfire between
FRETILIN and Indonesia armies which caused their death. Later, this incident known as The
Balibo Five case.

1.4. Balibo Film

This hundred-minute movie by Robert Connolly tells about conflict, fact controversy, political
escalation which flare up on East Timor by the time these tiny nation were invaded by Indonesian,
This film took a timeline between 1999 and 1975. The story began with Juliana. a native East
Timor woman'’s testimony on 1999, and then the time rewind into 1973, where we as audience
watched the film as if it based on Juliana’s testimony.

Later, this movie take Roger East's point of view. East was the Ausiralia’s veteran journalist
whose been to East Timor. East were asked by Jose Ramos Horta to be East Timor’s journalist and
utter the voices of East Timor to the world and tells them about what was really happened. At first,
East declined Horta’s request. but he reconsidering it when he heard about five of Australian
joumalist that missing in East Timor.

In view of the curiosity and belief in findings the fifth of them, East follows they're trails in
East Timor as he get closer to the truth the more information he gets about how Indonesian’s
invasion in East Timor. who helped Indonesian, ete

When East finds out himself that fifth of them were killed by an Indonesian, East decided to
stay in Timor and accepting Horta’s offer to run the East Timor’s news office. But unfortunately,
on early December, when Indonesian launch Operasi Seroja. as if the Indonesian armies could
smell the presence of media, they re destroying East’s office, and they drag East with them into the
dock alongside with other citizen. The representation of Operasi Seroja was pretty cruel. where
Indonesian armies executed the citizens without a certain reason, young. old, woman, man. The
execution was done in public, in front of the others, even in front of their families. including in
front of children.

In this film, we could can see the condition of East Timor during Indonesian’s invasion,
moreover the communist issue that the Indonesian government labeled to FRETILIN were denied
by showing the member of FRETILIN who wear a cross necklace, which symbolize the majority of
FRETILIN member is a Catholic. Besides that Indonesian government don’t have any political
good faith to carry out diplomatic negotiation conceming the allegation towards the FRETILIN
party as a communist.

Latter, this film were banned by an Indonesian censors institution, Lembaga Sensor Film
(LSF). this decision were supported by other government institution such as Culture and Tourism
Minister, Jero Wacik. This film considered to disgrace Indonesia’a name and might caused to open
an old wound between Australia, East Timor, and Indonesia itself.

But, there’s still lots more institution who supported The Balibo's screening in Indonesia. And
since the movies cannot legally screened, there's a few institution, students organization, non-
government organization who held an event to watched The Balibo. Evervone who supported the
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screening of this movie felt disappointed towards the government, they said that every information
shouldn’t be isolated

1.5. The Balibo Film on Van Dijk’s Discourse Analysis Table
Semantics

Semantics in van Dijk's scheme were categorized as an explicit or implicit purpose, a hidden
agenda, and how a person write or talk about those purpose. In the other words, semantics not only
define which crucial part of discourse structure, but also to lead to the other side of an occurrence.
(Eriyanto, 2001)

Picture-1.1.

In this scene, Horta and East were just got shot by a helicopter, and they continue their journey
after escaping the death. Horta finally asked East if he saw the helicopter were United State’s.
Horta (H) : "Did you happen to nofice that the helicopter that frying to kill us was american? "
East (E) : "No, I was too busy trying not to get shot"
H : "Well it was supplied by the American Government”
E : "And how did Indonesians pay for such marvelous machine of war ?”
H : "Pound, Roger, British money”
- "And how did the very expensive American helicopter find us in the middle of nowhere? "
H : “Inteligence provided by your Australian government, they know you are here just like they

o

told them about journalist”

This conversation between Horta and East indicate that Indonesian was helped by United
Kingdom’s government to bought the helicopter which provided by United State’s government.
Maoreover, Australians also helped Indonesia by provide an intelligence to track every Australians
in East Timor.

© 2015 AESS Publications. All Righis Reserved
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Syntax
Strategy to show ourselves in a positive way but featuring the opponent negatively, it's also
done by manipulated the syntax (sentences) as by using pronoun, rules of words, and the use of

specific syntax category, using passive or active sentences, laying down the clause, using an

complex senlences, cte.

Picture-2.2.

Maniaty gave a statement to East:
“Yes and the Indonesians are on the ground, they 're not in uniform so you don't know who to
trust. We're just sitting in Dili waiting for the inmvasion and we didn 't kmow when it's gorma come
Maniaty’s statement indicate that the Indonesian armies who surrounded East Timor is playing
a trick by not wear any military uniform so that they can’t be differentiate with the citizens and this
was pretty troubling the citizens because of its uncertainty when Indonesians will attack. This
condition caused both citizens and FRETILIN in guard, even Maniaty as a foreign journalist should

be more careful with the possibility that Indonesia will attack at any moment.

Syntax

Picture-2.2.

© 2003 AESS Publications. All Rights Reserved
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bika invited the journalists to come along with them while they patrol

Sabika (S) :"Brothers, we are going for patrol if you want to come with us get some film"

Greg Shackleton : "Can we film something ?”

S : Yes, off course, off course you can film.

This scene represented the whole film where FRETILIN deseribe as a friendly one towards the
joumalist, and Sabika even called them “brothers” which indicate they're good relationship with
each other. This is the opposite of presentation of Indonesian armies, where they even eliminate the
journalist in East Timor,

Rhetorical
The strategy in this rhetorical level is the style of how someone talked or write. For example,
by using hyperbolic words, or rambling words. rhetorical has persuasive function, and closely

related with how the message delivered to the audience.

Picture-3.1.

Peters the one who tried to explain to the Indonesian armies that they were journalist were shot
right in the head by a person that described as an Indonesian. And almost every Indonesians who

invaded East Timor did not wearing an military uniform.

© 2013 AESS Publications. All Rights Reserved




International Journal of Asian Social Science, 2015, 5(10): 551-560

Shackleton was stabbed to death by an Indonesian. This scene was pretty crucial considering
that the Balibo Five case haven’t even solved vet, there’s still no bright spot about who is
responsible for the murder of Balibo Five. The depiction of the Indonesian who killed fifth of them
was as given an enlightenment about who should responsible for this act.

The killers of Roger East
and the Balibo Five

#re yst to be brought to Justice.

Picture-3.3.

By the end of the movie. Connolly puts a text by saying that until the murderer of Balibo Five
and Roger East are vet to be brought to justice.

2. CONCLUSION

Even every movie with an entertainment purpose always had an implicit purpose in their
content. In The Balibo, the filmmaker tried to tells the audience about what was reallv happened on
that day. There are lots of scenes which Connolly believes as a fact was clearly shown. For
example. an implicit critical for Australian govemment by Connolly. where there was a line that
saying Australian government helped Indonesia to invade East Timor, and their careless act when
five of their citizens went missing. Last but not least, critics against United State and United
Kingdom when they also helped Indonesia to invade East Timor.

This movie supposed to be lesson for Indonesians regardless of whether right or not the fact
that shown in this film which made by an Australian. But, keep in mind that this movie was made
with a lot of preparation. an autopsy results, the witness’ testimony.

The bottom line. Indonesia did invade East Timor, and explored the communism issue into
FRETILIN to open their path to had East Timor annexation. A dark age of human rights violation
during Indonesian occupation were the history we shall never forget. this could be a lesson for the
next generation. Just like human being that learned from their mistakes. and so does every nation,
or a country that leam from they're mistake in order not to do the same mistake twice.

Indonesians also need to lean to open their heart widely in receive a criticism, even in a film
formed. This is just the same as learn to open a new possibility towards something new which
might add new perception or insight.
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i
Avoiding. denying. and declining from the eye of the law won't make an occurrences
disappear by itself, in the end, admitting what we did wrong and take a responsible for our act will
be a noble attitude.
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