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Critical Discourse Analysis of Interfaith Marriage News from Cyber Media in Indonesia

Eko Harry Susanto, Silviana Dharma Zhang

Abstract

In Indonesia, there are three preconditions for a successful marriage: being of legal age for marriage; parental approval, especially from the father; and
religious and ethnic compatibility. The Indonesian Marriage Law provides that “a marriage is legitimate, if it has been performed according to the laws of the
respective religions and beliefs of the parties concerned”, This clause indirectly prohibits inter-religious or interfaith marriage. Therefore, every religion in
Indonesia encourages it followers to marry someone of the same religious faith. This research examines the issue of interfaith marriage as reported by
Indonesia’s cyber media. Case studies are presented to explain why different media institutions have differing stances on the issue. Using a qualitative
approach, the research uses the analytical data technique of Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis. The authors analyzed three cyber media,
Republika Online, Kompas.com, and Sinarharapan.co from September to December 2014, One key aim was to discover which media have the tendency to
support diversity, discourse practice, and sociocultural practice. Results indicated that Islam-oriented media, such as Republika Online, tend to reject the
movement for the legalization of interfaith marriage, as interfaith marriage is banned by Islamic shari'a law. Secular online media, such as Kompas.com with
an independent ethos of transcendental humanism, lean toward support for rights and legal certainty for interfaith spouses. Meanwhile, Christian-oriented
Sinarharapan.co tended to neglect the issue, as if deeming it irrelevant to its readership.
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L there are three preconditions for & successful marriage: being of legal age for marriage; parental approval,
especially from the father; and refigious and ethnic compatibifty. mmmmmmm ‘a mariage is
legitimate, if it has been performed according to the laws of the respective religions and beliefs of the parties concerned”. This
clause indirectly prohibis inter-religious or inferfaith marriage. Therefore, every religion in Indonesia encourages it followers to
marry someone of the same religious faith. This research examines the issue of interfaith marriage as reported by Indonesia’s
cyber media. Case studies are presented fo explain why different media institutions have differing stances on the issue. Using
a qualitative approach, the research uses the analytical data fechnique of Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis. The
authors analyzed three cyber media, Republika Online, Kompas.com, and Sinarharapan.co from September to December
2014, o:nmm;nmmmmmumm&mpmm discourse practice, and sociocultural
practice. Results indicated that Isiam-oriented media. such as Online, tend to reject the movement for the
legalization of interfaith marriage, as interfaith mamriage is banned by Islamic sharia law. Secular online media, such as
Kompas.com with an independent ethos of transcendental humanism, lean toward support for rights and legal certainty for
interfaith spouses Mearwhile, Christian-oriented Sinarharapan.co tended fo neglect the issue, as If deeming It irelevant to its
readership.

Keywords: diversity of joumalism, cyber journalism, interfaith mariage, critical discourse analysis
1. Introduction
tslammsbroz@tmhdoremmme13hmluvybylka:ﬁmbndersan¢byﬂn1&hmtw»ﬂndbemh

dommaﬂgmn.hvaandsumm:smds surpassing Hinduism and Buddhism. One of the ways Islam spread in
‘ 0 age. Muslim merchants who settied in the archipelago married

j 0) was | marriage
wmmmmmm«s in the custom of following the father's religion. Islam is still the country’s
largest religion, although Indonesia is not an Islamic state.
In the months before indonesia declared independence from the Duich in August 1945, there were calls by some
mmmmmmdmmmmmsuu@quwmmmsmmm,mmm

mmm'szssmwmmm Mmmamwwmmm”cmm
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confucianism. These minority groups must be embraced by the nation - that was the aim of
Soekarno and Hatta, With the motto Bhinneka Tunggal lka (inity in Diversity), Indonesia’s prociaimers of independence
decided the archipelago would be unified as the Unitary State of the Republic of indonesia. This was followed on 1 June
1945 by the announcement of the state ideology Pancasila, the first principle of which is ‘Belief in the one and only God'.?

Unfortunately, Soekamno's successor Soeharto, who took power in 1966, seemed to forget the credo of Unity in

! Bhinneka Tunggal Ika. the national motto, literally means “in pieces, yet one” and is officially translated as “Unity in Diversily”.
2 Pancasila is Indonesia’s philosophical basis and the state ideology, It comprises five guiding principles: Belief in the one and only God;
mﬂmm MWdWWWWMMnMWM and social
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Diversity. The Islamization of Indonesia strengthened during Soeharto’s New Order regime, although radical elements
were harshly repressed. Islamic doctrine became widespread in Indonesia’s laws, taking over many aspects of civilian
life and state policies. mamammmmmmmmmmmemnymm
anﬁ-commumpmgeswenm Freedom of religion and the spirit of dive ity were fading. Subsequently, Marriage
Law No.1 appeared in 1974. It can be argued that much of the law did not need fo enter the state domain because it
concems individual matters.

The 1974 Marriage Law applies to all Indonesian citizens, regardiess of religion. Previously, there were different
marriage laws in place for citizens of European or Chinese origin and for Indonesian Christians, while the Muslim
population was “subject to unwritten customary (adal) law and to Muslim religious law". The two main purposes in
reforming the old marriage laws were ‘the development of codification and uniformity in Indonesia’s legal system and the
improvement of women's position”. (Retrieved from hitp://www.loc.goviaw/help/religious-marriage.php).

Following the fall of Soeharto in 1998, Indonesia entered a reform period, which also saw a rise in conservative
Islamic values and attacks on fiberal Islam”. Against this backdrop, in August 2014, three graduates and one student
from the University of Indonesia’s School of Law filed for a judicial review of the Marriage Law. The four petitioners—
Rangga Sujud Widigda, Damian Agala Yuvens, Luthfi Sahputra, and Anbar Jayadi—equested the court review the law's
Article 2, paragraph 1, which states: ‘a marriage is legitimate, if it has been performed according to the laws of the
respective religions and beliefs of the parties concerned.”

The ﬁhmargwdﬂmtﬁndau&fmpeopbwdmaspwﬁcmﬁgmasamsfamage
mmmmmmmmmammmymﬂmb?QOmaMm
interpretation that could prohibit interfaith marriages. They also argued that religion and belief are private matters that
should not be interfered in or restricted by state. Furthermore, they maintained, Indonesia is a pluralistic nation so
interfaith marriages should be possible. : ,

In some countries, interfaith marriage may not be an issue, but in Indonesia it is a controversial topic. It attracted
considerable media attention over 2014-2015. Some of the media coverage was weak, some was balanced, and some
was biased. The longstanding polemic continues at a grassroots level as there remains no legal certainty over interfaith
mariage. ,

News is a product of media companies and reflects the interests of their proprietors, managers, and editors. The
media can deliver news neutrally, but it can also package reports with narrow, prejudiced leanings. The Indonesian
media, wittingly or unwittingly, contributes to the fluctuation of inter-religious relations and the diversity of behavior in the
nation. When there are inter-religious tensions or problems, the media becomes the conduit for public notification. The
nmmydmmmmmmmmmmmissuos,becomsmmmre,baeausencan
in society.

comnzsmmmmmmmmmsmsammmmmmnmm
covering an event or issue. They decide what will be their basic viewpoint and main ideclogy, while their news direction
shapes their identity. Some of the nation’s early newspapers chose religion as their base. The Kompas newspaper was
launched on 28 June 1965 by the Indonesian Catholic Party. Initially called Bentara Rakyat (People’s Herald), it was
supported by founding President Soekarno and the military to give a voice to Indonesia’s Catholics. Founded by P.K.
Ojong and Jakob Oetama, Kompas grew info the nation's largest media conglomerate, the Kompas Gramedia Group,
mhummmsdmmmmmm

Another media institution founded on religion is the Republika daily newspaper, which was established in 1992 by
the newly formed company PT Mahaka Media, led by Erick Thohir, to give a voice to Muslims. lts stance of conservative
Islam is reflected by its inclusion of the Hijri calendar system and the angle of its news, content, and rubrics. Initially
called Republik, it was renamed by Soeharto, who added the lefter ‘a' to the end of the name. Supported by the
Association of Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals (ICMI), which was led by Soeharto's protégé B.J. Habibie, Republika
became the apple of the eye of the New Order regime. The establishment sought to revive the Islamic voice, which was
deemed to have eroded at the fime.

The Sinar Harapan (Ray of Hope) daily newspaper was also founded on religion. It commenced publication on 27
April 1961 to provide a Christian voice to counter the Indonesian Communist Party. Founded by H.G. Rorimpandey under
the banner of the PT Sinar Kasih company, the newspaper was affiliated to the Indonesian Christian Party. Originally, its
readers were minorities, such as Christians and ethnic Chinese, but it went on to become the nation's second-highest
selling daily paper in the early 1980s. Sinar Harapan was suspended several times during the Soeharto regime before
being banned in 1986 for articles critical of the government. it was reborn as the Suara Pembaruan (Voice of Renewal)
newspaper. Sinar Harapan was resurrected in 2001 and kept its Christian ethos, as evidenced by its Renungan Sabda

e
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;,ammmnmmmwf«mmmmmwmmss
problems saw S its pr online editions at the end of 2015.

I8 rese: lend to address the following questions:

: m@onaheﬁafisasemiﬁveime  Indonesia. Everyone has a viewpoint or ideology, as
vell as different interpretations of religion. Are these differences reflected responsibly in the media?

2 tsmawmmydtibmmwpon.m«mtmmdmwnmm:mmgem9

P —

Mass media reports on inferfaith marriage were central to this study. The researchers reviewed the reports considering
the theory of mass communication, intercultural communication, the principle of paternalism, the critical discourse
analysis devised by Norman Fairclough, and the concept of diversity journalism in Indonesia.

2.1 Mass Communication: Online Journalism

TmmmmmmmmmmmmaWMma@

chives, resources, ndsoonﬂwwgh
! aspmmsedbyanimreasmwnbarof

. : .php/fmiarticle/view/893/802).
Mawmmmmmmmmammmmmmm
have the following orientation:

1. Uamdomtgenemlymadbrgmpm‘smmmmm#wymnmepam,mgmpvckou!aiew

sentences or even parts of sentences to get the information

2. Users do not like long, scrolling pages. mmmmummmmm

3. Users detest anything that seems like marketing fluff or overly hyped language (‘marketese") and prefer

factual information. (Retrieved from hitp://www.nngroup.com/articles/concise-scannable-and-objective-how-to-
write-for-the-web).

Catering fo such readership characteristics, online journalists tend to write short articles. One article may be
crafted from a single quotation or a one-sided opinion. Sometimes, online journalists just produce a short update as a
fresh lead and then pad out the artice with content copied from previous news. Online journalism uses hyperiink tools to
link to previous or related articles. This hypertextuality les oniine news from mainstream news.

Oniine journalism also depends on rankings and page viev ving infinite space to write and post articies, online
reporters can produce as many articles as feasibly possible. ‘has to be factual and straight lo the point, so it is
often short. The weakness of some online newsrooms is that they become preoccupied with quantity of reports uploaded
and neglect the quality of their news reports.

2.2 Diversity Journalism

Diversity joumalism may be an unfamiliar term in the journalism world, including in Indonesia. More common is the term
‘peace journalism’, which was initiated by Norwegian sociologist Johan Galtung. In America, there are terms simiar to
journalism diversity. Those terms are ‘diversity in journalism’ (diversity inside the newsroom) and ‘diversity of journalism’
(diversity outside the newsroom). (Kansong, U. in Armando, et al., 2013, pp. 149-150).
Dmmmmmmmmammmﬂuwmmmmummn
hﬂumm?nimﬁim!gmpshdahmdhdemﬁcsph of their extremist
agandas.m:&emmmmhmmwskmmmtmmgroupsahcomidlymﬂnm
Third, namﬁm'mmﬂnsmstnmimhwss the press, as one of the pillars of democracy, plays an important

role in
Soghart ‘ : : freely preach diversity. After the fall of Soeharto,
praasimdum .h?ﬁumemmm“ xpected to uphold pluralism; however, several of
; ions—especially those with a religious basis— n and reject diversity in their news. The
mmmmmsmmgammmtmhmsmmmmmmmwm
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has even produced news that threatens diversity.
 According to the Association of Journalists for Diversity in their book Diversity Journalism: A Guide fo Coverage
{Kansong, U. in Armando, et al., 2013, pp. 193-208), five points need to be underlined in the relationship between the
mﬁawdd&mair
The emergence of a press based on a dominant religion
In Indonesa, the dominant religion is Islam. The proliferation of the Islamic press is an expression of identity
or identity reinforcement. Identity expression which is excessive will reveal the identity's dark side, which is
resistance to diversity. Tﬁssmﬁb&dmﬂwlshmmﬁmmgawmms
2. Religion-based press often neglects journalism ethics
According the Indonesian Journalistic Code of Ethics, opinion pieces and news repots must distinguish
between fact and opinion, mmum«.mmmammy Yet these requirements are
not always adhered to by the reli press.
3. Mainstream press has SARA-phobia®
The mainstream press should position itself firmly by defending diversity. Instead, it often seems to be
infected with a phobia of reporting on issues involving ethnicity, religion, race and inter-group conflicts. These
issues are known locally in Indonesia by the acronym SARA.

ter s ' aftitudes toward diversity. Journalists
ckeepers : the qus  of news in the media. Therefore, if a report is

mmmmmcmamm,nmmammmemmam which may also be
problematic when facing diversity.

5. Errant word choice
Reports are sometimes misieading because of intentional or unintentional bias. This indicates the press is
inconsistent in upholding diversity. The press can make many reports on an issue, but when that issue goes
to court, the press often reports only on the inaugural session, the indictment. the charges, and verdict.

2.3 Intercultural Communication

The importance of infercultural communication, which is particularly significant fo this research, is well summed up in two
quotes. ‘It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognize, accept and celebrate those differences,”
said Audre Lorde, a celebrated African American poet. Similarly, the Chinese philosopher Confucius stated, “Human
nature is similar, but practices make them far apart.”

In Indonesia, a long history of colonization ruffled the nation’s tolerance and local wisdom. Indonesian is a complex
and diverse nation, both in customs and traditions. One of the final governors general of the Duich East Indies, Hubertus
mmm.uadapom;mmmmmammmmnmmmmnm Some
of Indonesia’s subsequent leaders have adopted a similar strategy in their efforts to achieve and maintain political power.

Larry A. Samovar, a Professor Emeritus of Communication at San Diego State University, has said the relationship
between communication and culture is reciprocal, complex, and inlerrelated. There is not one aspect of human life that is
not touched and influenced or altered by culture. There are five main elements of cuture that impact on our daily lite and
national life: (1) history, (2) refigion, (3) values, (4) social ions, and (5) language (Samovar, et al., 2005).

rfmmmxmsm%anm:{nmm anddoepsemmvegardg
religion and e or tions. other elements values, and la —cannot
i 5 & s T AN 1 1 PR saiaiee. i 1 et T S o

differences of religion in marriage, frequently caused by diversity in ethnic or family background.
24 Importance of Religion. Family, and Mamiage

George Bernard Shaw wrote that there is only one religion, though there are a hundred versions of it. What determines
the different versions of religion is worldview. Religion as a woridview has been found in every culture for thousands of
years. For most people in the world, religious tradition such as family, tribe, or state becomes their identity. Religious
tradition provides the structure, discipline, and social participation within their community. The interesting part of religion

3 SARA is an acronym for Suku (ethnicity), Ag.u(nswm and Antar-golongan (inter-group relations). The Soeharto
regime promoted national unity through repressive policies that discouraged discussion of SARA issues.

L N
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motivation of media use, and its influence on the stance of the news. Last, a general trend is formulated as a conclusion

of the study (Pawito, 2007, p. 110).
Mammmmmmmmmm?mmmmwwMam

FWEWW&MMW; versity, England. First, data was analyzed from news
ubika Orline, K e, 40 Sisi 4. Sabond. the it ¢ P i

mwm@?mrwsmmammammm 1 Eriyanto, 2001, p. 288).

Table 1. Framework Model of Fairclough's |

combination of clause

Representation within | implicit sentence as
Indtground issues

Mesostructure tructure organizatio: 2. Journalist individual factor
(Discourse ductior | 2 company which | b. Relation between journalists and media
Practice) and tand the fopics raised, and hoy m
i ¢ e routoes
Macrostructure  {Literature and , The request of a judicial review of Marriage
(Social Culture  |informant o ubrics ‘ uwmhmbyumammcm
Practice) review S| d by Anbar Jayadi etal.
, 1
Instifutional mmmdmmwm
s&mwmnm«mmm media mﬁmamm:smp
i mm. salem, seckran patemalism, and religion
Smtmwmhwwmmnmu as dominant culture.
Conclusion
ostruc ; Exam R St A T
issue raised by the mmmammmmummmmmm¢
Source: Result of data analysis

Mwam&Msmmamammwmmmmmm@mmn
mfmktmsdmnm&»mmm nguage studies, sees discourse as ‘social action and interaction,

4 a‘asocialqumrdwaw a form of

. sy ot e ; S oy : ;
mmmummmmmmaMMdWWummamm
LR B
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see their functions. One of these is ideafional, which refers to a particular representation desired in the text, which
gemmﬂymaammmomgwrms This analysis is to see how data displayed in the text or message

, cal values (Eriyanto, 2001, p. 287). Fairclough analyzes this kind of representation in how
, Vcanberopremdinwhm mmmmmwummmm,mmwm
equences of clat ¢ ; ] rier) faces two choices. First is at
mmammwwm &cmdsseﬂmhaaﬂm!nbwmgmmrmﬂmmmmem
displayed as an action, event, circumstances, or simply as a mental process.

Next is the relational textual aspect, which involves how the patiern of relationships between journafists and
audiences is shown; between public participants (quoted public figures) and audiences, and between journalists and
public participants, presented in text. Relational refers to analysis of the construction of the relationship between
journalists and readers, such as whether the submitted text is informal or formal, open or closed. Hence, the media is
mmdasasmlarem,ﬂmalgmof”” , sectarian or parties and related audiences, express their own
opinions and ideas. So, in the relational aspect, we observe the media's pattern of relationships. Identity refers to a
pamarmmmmammmummmm as well as how personally this identity is displayed
{Eriyanto, 2001, p. 287). Thus, observing identity is means to review whether journalists have a tendency fo be biased
toward their audience or a participant, or whether they stand independently and impartially.

Discourse practice is a dimension associated with the production and consumption of texts. There are in-depth
interviews with newsroom staff and readers (informants) related fo the theme of this study, and observing the newsroom.
Qualitative research is not does not depend on the number of informants, it depends on the results of the research
purposes (Kanto in Bungin, 2003, p. 53).

The last dimension is sociocultural practice. mkmmmmmmmmm

; situawna mmmﬁm'a'mﬁcmmmsﬁmsom“mmmmm

form differently depending on its case.
2. Institutional level: the influence of institutions of organization on discourse production, including advertisers,
circulation/ratings, and media competition.
3. Social levet: discourse which appears in media is also determined by changes in social factors (Setiawan,
2011, pp.16-17).
3. Method
This study observed 103 news articles on interfaith mariage from Sep 1o December 2014 by Kompas.com,
Republika Online, and Sinarharapan.co. There were 71 s from Republika Online, 31 articles from Kompas.com,

and only one published by Sinarharapan.co. The research was examined using Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis.
Results were numerous because more than 100 articles were examined, so this study focuses on some of the most

4. Results and Discussion
O R T

The microstructure or texts from the three cyber media were analyzed from three main points: (1) representation; (2)
relation; (3) identity. In cyber media, the strength lies in having headiines that can lure readers to click on the news. So
this study focuses on representations of texts from headlines.

In Republika Online, there was a tendency toward bias in news articles tagged 'interfaith marriage’. Sixteen
articles carried headlines that represented rejection of the legalization of interfaith marriage, as shown in Table 2.
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cmxemmmmmammmmmmwmmwmom It quotes the same
person, the minister of religious affairs, but presents the information with a different headline and angle.

Table 4. Republika Onil\fb 5 September 2014 at 01:36 p.m,

R—

Title

Actor

Action
Occasion
Situation
Mental Process

Two different journalists in two different media produced different news output. Republika Online seems to write with a
pessimistic tone. It clearly stated the minister of religious affairs would not accept an amendment to the Marriage Law.
He was quoted in the article as saying that although Indonesia is not a religious state, its people adhere strongly to
religious values. Therefore, he felt it appropriate that the Marriage Law requires that marriage should be based on
religious values. He did not care if other countries have legalized interfaith marriage. Above all, he maintained that
interfaith marriage is inappropriate with Indonesian values.

The arficle by Kompas.com presented the minister's comments more softly than had been done by
WWMWWMMn%WmW&M “The desire for interfaith
marriage legalization in Indonesia is very hard to realize.” The sentence was not inside quotation marks in the article, but
was written based on the journalist's interpretation of what Lukman had said. So we do not know whether those were the
exact words spoken by the minister or whether they were just the reporter's interpretation. There is uncertainty because
the quotations of the minister in Republika Oniine on the same day were different,

The article from Republika Online stated, "The minister of religious affairs is sure that an interfaith marriage law will
be rejected’, whereas Kompas.com wrote: “Lukman just stated that interfaith marriage is difficult to legalize”. The latter
Emmnummmmmwwmw , only the constraints are too large or the probability

toos

Table 4. Comparison between Repubiika Online and Kompas.com on quotes by Minister of Religious Affairs
{5 September 2014]

Republika 'immmmdmwmwmmmwmmmmmn
Online mnmlngw” ave 8 i

ammmahnmgmmw “ThGR & Wt s Mmgauw require that
w%khmmm“m; Lukman.

Kompas.com “Indonesia’s pegple are very religious, very uphoiding of religi m mﬁmﬂmm
mmmmwmmhwhmunmmmmmmm Lukman said
when contacted on Thursday (04/09/2014) night.

Lukman said if interfaith marriage were legalized, then o

Source: Observation result

Table 4 shows the different quotations used by Republika Online and Kompas.com when reporting on commens by the
Minister of Religious Affairs, mmmmmmwum.wmmmmwmm
about the character of the Indonesian nation related to marriage and religion, Republika Online delivered the message
with the journalist's reinterpretation, while Kompas.com presented the sentences in quotation marks. When it comes to
the effects feared by Lukman Hakim il interfaith marriage really is legalized, Republika Online presented his comment in
quotation marks, %m&mmmthoughamm The vocabulary used was also different.
mmmom the minister said, *... could bring a large follow-up impact’, while Kompas.com quoted him as
saying, *. mmmmmmmmmmm Looking at the reporting of the minister's

* L
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