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ABSTRACT 
 

This paper seeks to examine the role of an English Course named Basic English Course (BEC) in Tulungrejo, Pare 

a very small village in Kediri East Java. Established since 1976 as a small and simple English course, Basic English 

Course admirably succeeded in making Pare village into a village very well-known throughout Indonesia as a place 

to learn English. Bit by bit the village which is traditionally based on agriculture turned into a village-based service  

industry.  Currently there are more than 150 English courses and creating variety of businesses such as renting out 

rooms, laundry, bike rental, restaurants, photocopy, car rental, groceries shop, fitness center and many more. 

Entrepreneurs in this suburban area seem to be so dynamic and they are still uprising in numbers. 

This study will examine how the Basic English Course successfully changes Tulungrejo, Pare village into a village 

with services industries. The method of research used in this study is descriptive qualitative research.  This study is 

expected to contribute how a modest English language course were able to make a tiny and secluded village into a 

place that is visited by thousands learners who wanted to be able to speak English and at the same time make the 

village as a village-based services industry. 

 

Key words: English Kampong, a village-based services industry, Tulungrejo Pare. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Kampung Inggris (or English Village) is located in Tulungrejo, Pare district, Kediri, East Java, and can be 

reached by a 2.5 hour bus ride from the provincial capital, Surabaya. In the 11
th

 century, Kampung Inggris was part 

of the Mataram Kingdom, which was situated near the Brantas River - a busy shipping thoroughfare.   

The eruption of Mount Kelud and Mount Wilis has made the land underneath Kampung Inggris fertile, and 

villagers take advantage of this fertile land to produce onions, cashews and melinjo (Gnetom Gnemon in Latin). 
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The History of the English Kampong 

 

 In 1976, a 27 year-old Kutai Kartanagara (indigenous East Kalimantan tribe) man, Mohammad Kalend, 

left Kalimantan to attend a well-known Islamic boarding school, Gontor, in East Java.  However, he had to quit 

school during his fifth year due to financial problems. In spite of this he had heard of Ahmad Yazid, an intelligent 

teacher in the village of Tulungrejo, who could speak five languages.  

 Kalend eventually left to become a student of Ahmad Yazid. During his studies, Kalend lived in a small 

mosque and studies Islam as well.  

 One day, two students from IAIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya came to request Yazid’s help in completing 

their university assignment consisting of 350 questions in English. Yazid was out of town so his wife told the two 

students to approach Kalend instead. 

 For the next five days, the three men studied in the small mosque where Kalend slept. When the two 

students returned to Surabaya, they were both able to successfully pass their English and the word on Kalend being a 

good English teacher started to spread. Hence more students headed to Tulungrejo to learn English from Kalend 

(interview with Mohammad Kalend, Tulungrejo, April 30
th

, 2015 at 08.00 AM). 

 

 Basic English courses in Tulungrejo officially started on June 15, 1977. Six students attended the courses 

and Kalend taught them free of charge for the next six years. To fulfill his need Kalend worked odd jobs so he could 

continue helping students. In 1990, two students advised him to start charging monthly fees, to which Kalend 

agreed. He charged each student Rp. 100 per month. The fees have gradually increased over the last three years and 

now amounts Rp.500, 000. 

 

Methodology 

 

 This article intends to describe how this Basic English course has transformed Tulungrejo into an 

English Kampong shifting from an agricultural village into a service-oriented village. 

 The method of research used in this study is descriptive qualitative research. According to Rachmat 

Jalaludin, descriptive study aims to collect detailed information in order to describe the actual symptoms.  The other 

objective is to identify the problem and observe the conditions or practices that exist (Rachmat, 2007:25).  

 The data used in this study was obtained through direct field observations as well as interviews with 

Mohammad Kalend as the founder of Basic English Course and his former pupil, Miko. Miko, a 45 year-old, father 

of two children, is now teaching English courses in the same village.  

 The researcher also studied various documents related to the topic. 

 



Discussion 

 A highly respected anthropologist from Cornell University, Clifford Geertz, wrote "The Religion of 

Java". He conducted his research in a village which he called Modjokuto between 1952 and 1955. But actually 

Modjokuto is a pseudonym for Tulungrejo Village. 

  Geertz analyzes the changes in the structure of society from a village into a town. According to Geertz 

factors behind these changes are ecological, economic, social and cultural influence factors.  

According to Geertz since the Dutch Colonial Government began introducing the plantation system the traditional 

economic system in the village changing and evolving towards a modern economy. 

The introduction of the sugar cane plantation system encourages the villagers to move out of their village and left 

their own cultivated fields and start working for plantation owners (Widiatiaga, 

https://www.academia.edu/10335800/Resume Buku Abangan Santri Priyayi dalam Masyarakat_Jawa 

Karya_Clifford Geertz, downloaded dated 2 September 2015 at 12:25). 

 A similar phenomenon occurred in the last three decades but this time the change sprung because the 

establishment of Basic English Course. In the early years of Basic English Course there were only six people who 

learned English. However now every year between June and July about 10,000 people come to Tulungrejo to study 

English.  Nevertheless only 400 students are accepted into the course consisted of 200 female students and 200 

males. Generally students aged between 17 years up to 22 although there were few who still in junior high school.  

 To be accepted at the Basic English Course, the student must go through a fairly rigorous English test 

followed by interview. And due to very limited spots available many students cannot be accepted at the Basic 

English Course. Therefore Kalend encourages his former students to open an English course in the village in order 

to accommodate students who are not accepted in Basic English Course. Then slowly along the Anyelir Street where 

Basic English Course located one by one English courses start to spring up. 

 Those students unquestionably need a home during their stay in the village. It is understandable that 

afterward the locals rent out his house for students. This was the beginning of the growth of boarding houses and 

hostels in English Kampong. The number of students who come to the village makes the need for food stalls and 

shops selling foodstuffs increased rapidly. Not just English courses which develop but also business Gym and 

bicycle rental are also growing. Bicycles can be rented at a cost of Rp. 70 thousand rupiah per month. Additionally 

many homes are open for business laundry, telephone and photocopy, rental cars. Even a small bookstore and a 

coffee shop.  

  Miko, a former of student of Basic English Course, said that halfway of Anyelir street still uphold the 

values of cooperation with others because they are locals and came from a traditionally agricultural society which 

requires cooperation. However half way of the street are coming from outside the village so they began to introduce 

the spirit of competition to get as much profit. When the outsiders started to open English courses they also prepare 

the boarding house in the same place. While Mohammad Kalend does not want to build a boarding house because he 

thought he had to give his neighbors an opportunity to participate and get benefit (interview with Miko, Tulungrejo, 

April 30
th

, 2015 at 07.00 AM). 
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Picture 1 

Basic English Course Building Facade 

 

(Taken on April 30th, 2015 at 8.00 AM). 

 

Along the street of Anyelir where Basic English Course is located there are many other language schools. Many are 

taking place in a modest homes while few courses taking places in quite luxurious building for the size of the village 

in as can be seen in the pictures below: 

Picture 2 

The Master English Community 

 

(Taken April 30
th

, 2015) 

 



Picture 3 

Republic Spoken English 

 

(Taken, April 30
th

 2015) 

 

Conclusion 

 

The establishment of Basic English Course in 1976 has slowly changed the structure of livelihoods and economic 

systems in Tulungrejo, Pare District, Kediri. Previously the majority of the villagers were traditional farmers and 

working in the fields and depending on the planting season or harvest but at the present  most of the population 

Tulungrejo have a livelihood in services, trade, open food stalls, English courses, pharmacies and bicycle rental. An 

atmosphere of mutual cooperation and mutual help slowly vanished and turned into business life with a competitive 

atmosphere. 
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