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Membangun Politik Hukum Penghapusan Penggunaan Merkuri Pada
Pertambangan Emas Skala Kecil di Gunung Botak Kabupaten Buru

Provinsi Maluku
Ahmad Sudiro', Ahmad Redi’, dan Ade Adhari®

ABSTRACT: The use of mercury in gold mining business activities of small scale is a
Phenomenon that occurs in various parts of the world, including Indonesia. In Indonesia the use
of mercury is rife all over the country one of which is on a small scale gold mining activities in
Botak Mountain Buru Regency of Maluku province. The use of meréury in gold mining activities
have threatened the survival of mankind. These conditions encourage the Indonesian
Government to draw up a legal political order to eliminate the use of mercury in mining
activities. This study aims to identify and understand the background or reasons people as
Dperpetrators of the business activities of small-scale gold mining using mercury in mining
activity at Botak Mountain Buru Regency of Maluku province and the description of the legal
political ideal in the management of the elimination of the use of mercury in gold. To achieve
these objectives it is used non-doctrinal legal research (non-doctrinal research) with the
approach based on socio-legal research, and the paradigm of constructivism and relies on
qualitative research with decision/determination by purposive sampling, inductive analysis and
grounded theory. The results showed that first, fundamental reasons the use of mercury in gold
mining activities of small scale Mount Bald, Kapubaten Province Labor Ambon ie knowledge
about the methods of how to mine the gold held by the public as a miner is still modest, the
community as a miner does not know that mercury used in stages of mining used harmful to the
health of the environment, and because of the abundance / availability of mercury at an
affordable price. Second, the political ideal law, the abolition of the use of mercury in the
business activities of small scale gold mining in Indonesia should be prepared based on a
global perspective (Convention Minamata), national perception (Pancasila, the Constitution,
and legislation related), as well as theoretical studies (theory of legal system and the theory of
sustainable development).

Keywords: Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining, lllegal Mining, Mercury.

ABSTRAK: Penggunaan merkuri pada kegiatan usaha pertambangan emas skala kecil adalah
fenomena yang terjadi di berbagai penjuru dunia, termasuk negara Indonesia. Di Indonesia
penggunaan merkuri marak terjadi diseluruh penjuru tanah air salah satunya adalah pada
kegiatan pertambangan emas skala kecil di Gunung Botak Kabupaten Buru Provinsi Maluku.
Penggunaan merkuri pada kegiatan usaha pertambangan emas telah mengancam kelangsungan
kehidupan umat manusia. Kondisi ini mendorong Pemerintah Indonesia untuk menyusun suatu
politik hukum guna menghapuskan penggunaan merkuri pada kegiatan usaha pertambangan.
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui dan memahami latar belakang atau alasan masyarakat
sebagai pelaku kegiatan usaha pertambangan emas skala kecil menggunakan merkuri dalam
kegiatan pertambangan di Gunung Botak Kabupaten Buru Provinsi Maluku serta gambaran
politik hukum ideal penghapusan penggunaan merkuri dalam pengelolaan emas. Untuk
mencapai tujuan tersebut maka digunakanlah penelitian hukum non-doktrina! (non-doctrinal
research) dengan berbasis pada pendekatan socio-legal research, dan berparadigma
konstruktivisme serta mengandalkan penelitian kualitatif dengan pengambilan/penentuan
sampel secara purposive, analisis induktif dan grounded theory. Hasil penelitian menunjukan
bahwa pertama,alasan mendasar digunakannya merkuri dalam kegiatan penambangan emas
skala kecil di Gunung Botak, Kapubaten Buruh Provinsi Ambon yaitu pengetahuan mengenai
metode bagaimana menambang emas yang dimiliki oleh masyarakat sebagai penambang masih
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